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Exploring Festival Economies
CELEBRATING ENTERPRISE invites
academics and students with a research
interest in festivals, carnivals and events
to attend a free one-day seminar.

These can range from huge, established events such as the Notting Hill Carnival, to shoestring community affairs,
and encompass all kinds of musical, dramatic, culinary, and other cultural forms. They can act as public fora for
showcasing music, costume and dance from diverse cultural traditions, as a focus for collective neighbourhood
activity, or as a vehicle for local regeneration efforts.

While academic studies of carnival in particular have concentrated on its social, political and cultural functions, an
economic perspective has been largely overlooked. The current interest in the economic impact of cultural events
links them with policy agendas concerning regeneration, tourism, and social cohesion, with varying implications. The
availability and conditions of funding, and the necessity for festival organisers to form relationships with public and
private funders, statutory authorities, and local populations, are all worthy of investigation.

This seminar draws on these and related questions raised through research conducted as part of the European
Union EQUAL-funded project Celebrating Enterprise, led by City University. 
Taking an explicitly comparative perspective, contributions will consider examples of festivals in the UK, Europe,
India, Australia, and South America, ranging from migrants’ cultural celebrations, to rock festivals and lesbian and
gay Mardi Gras. 

Topics covered include:

• economic impact, tourism, and urban regeneration
• management, professionalisation, and commodification
• funding, sponsorship, and cultural capital
• institutional relationships and ownership 

Recent years have seen an explosion in the number of
cultural festivals and carnivals in urban areas. 

Northampton Suite, City University, Northampton Square, London EC1V 0HB
The seminar is free of charge, but places are limited and advance registration is required by 12th October 2007.
See details of the provisional programme, and registration information at: www.celebrating-enterprise.org.uk
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